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THE VESTRY 
 

Class of 2023 

Nancy Lee McNew 

Drake Palmer, Sr. Warden 

Beverly Wasson 

 

Class of 2024 

Jamie Green, Clerk 

Mike Grisham, Jr. Warden 

Martin Johnson 

 

Class of 2025 

Doug Dorris 

Lucy McNew 

Smokey Williams 

 

 

John Wellenberger 

Parish Treasurer 

 The Heart of Eastertide 
by the Rev. Jess Reeves 

P ascha Nostrum — this Latin means, Our Passover (lamb). Its usage is 

optional preceding the distribution of the Holy Communion elements 

of bread and wine. The prayer blessing those elements to our usage blesses 

them to a particular purpose: that is to represent the Body and Blood of 

Jesus the Messiah which He voluntarily sacrificed for us. Accepting them we 

should understand well the immensity of Jesus’ gift in being Himself slaugh-

tered as our Passover lamb so that our sins would be covered. 

 

The Old Testament world was one in which sacrifice was ubiquitous. Most 

all civilizations that we know of recognize a need to sacrifice to the gods, 

whether to placate angry gods or to honor it-was-hoped benevolent ones. 

The Hebrews took over Canaan as their Promised land from tribes and cul-

tures that engaged widely in child and virgin sacrifices. God, after centuries 

of such brutality, judged and expelled them from the land for their barbari-

ty, displacing them for a people who were given a new set of sacrifices. No 

longer human, God mandated a lamb, or goat, to be sacrificed as a tempo-

rary abatement of the judgment for human sin, but the sacrifice instead 

had to be of blood, innocent blood as that of a dumb animal. The blood as 

symbol of life demonstrated the enormity of sin’s effect that had to be 

somehow dealt with. As said, all such sacrifices did not permanently 

cleanse or purify – only temporarily as a down payment but much less than 

the size of complete payment. 

 

A permanent solution to our alienation from God by our sinfulness was 

looked forward to in the Old Testament. Through prophets and preachers, 

the ultimate sacrifice was suggested as a divine being without full detail but 

described in many prophecies partially. In the fullness of time, i.e., accord-

ing to God’s perfect foreknowledge, Jesus came to us, the union and divine 

 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Sunday Worship Service 

Holy Communion at 10:30 a.m.                 

Wednesday Healing Service / Lunch 

May 3 and 17— Holy Communion at 12:05 p.m. in 

the Chapel followed by a potluck lunch.  

Men’s Club Meeting 

The Men’s Club will meet at 10:00 a.m. Sunday, 

May 7 to discuss funding for kitchen improvements. 

All men of the church are invited to attend.  

Liturgical Ministers’ Meeting 

There will be a meeting of Lay Readers, Chalice 

Bearers, Acolytes/Servers and those that are inter-

ested in being Lay Eucharistic Ministers on Sun-

day, May 7 following the 10:30 am service. 

Please plan to attend this meeting. 

 

 

News and Notices 

Prayer list update — From time to time all prayer 

lists need to be refreshed. We invite all prayers to 

be resubmitted for a new list beginning in June. 

Call or communicate your requests by any means 

to Cindy or Father Reeves. Again, assuming that 

many names long on the list are no longer of imme-

diate concern, and while we cannot pray for every 

single person every Sunday, this is done to make 

our prayers current but not exclusive.  JLR+ 

Firearms policy — At the April 16 meeting, the 

Vestry unanimously approved a motion to discour-

age visible firearms in church unless the person 

carrying is a uniformed law enforcement officer. 

Memorial Day — The parish office will be closed 

Monday, May 29 in observance of Memorial Day. 

The Episcopal Church Women will not meet in 

May. The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 

June 4 after the service. A light snack will be pro-

vided.  

Our parish expenses continue through the sum-

mer. Therefore, your careful diligence in keeping 

your pledge payments up to date is very, very   

helpful, and most appreciated. JLR+ 

May 2023 

May Ministries 

 7 14 21 28 

1st Reading Fred Davis Charlotte Wilson Lucy McNew Jessi Owyoung 

2nd Reading/ 
Prayers/Chalice 

Jeff Carraway Donna Coker Charlie McNew Carol Davis 

Crucifer/Server Drake Palmer Artie Gwin Drake Palmer Artie Gwin 

Usher Jay Cromwell Doug Dorris Trey Davis Martin Johnson 

Security Jim Danaher Mike Grisham John Owen J. Wellenberger 

Altar Guild Carol Davis Donna Coker Alyce Carraway Jane Bettison 

Lock-Up Jack Davis Jay Cromwell Jeff Carraway J. Wellenberger 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    
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O ne of the benefits of getting older is that 

you become even less impressed with recy-

cled bad arguments. Jesus taught as if there was a 

discernible meaning in Scripture that could be 

known, agreed upon, and meaningfully communi-

cated. The forever-smarter unwise argue that this 

was only his interpretation. That’s just your inter-

pretation is the license of too many and not only 

impugns common motives and capacities but robs 

Scripture of anything beyond private consolation.  

The clarity of Scripture has always been an es-

sential pier to Christianity. It was restored by the 

Reformation, while the doctrine admits, “all things 

in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor 

alike clear unto all,” yet the things that are neces-

sary for salvation “are so clearly propounded, and 

opened in some place of Scripture” that even the 

unlearned — “in a due use of the ordinary 

means”—can gain a sufficient understanding of 

them [from the mid-17th century confession of 

Church of England in answer to the argument that 

there is not a unitary vision and interpretation in 

Holy Scriptures]. In other words, yes, there is one 

unified vision reflecting One Truth as delivered to 

mankind from the One mind, the Trinity. That is 

why Saint Peter insists that no private interpreta-

tion can be either proper or acceptable: to wit, 

knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scrip-

ture comes from someone's own interpretation.2 

Peter 1:20  Any thoughtful Christian realizes that an 

implicit denial of the clarity of Scripture goes hand 

in hand with the diminishment of the study of 

Scripture.  

The charge of “just your interpretation” has the 

opposite of a salutary effect; it short-circuits the 

interpretative process altogether. This is a rhetori-

cal strategy that marginalizes traditional and or-

thodox doctrine, not by proving that the doctrine 

is wrong but by making the rather mundane obser-

vation (masquerading as profundity) that some 

people don’t like or agree with the doctrine. How-

ever, if we are going to give up on reading texts 

and reaching firm conclusions, we won’t just mar-

ginalize the Bible; we will render the entire exer-

cise of human reason fruitless and irrelevant. Such 

circularity is eventually nihilistic. 

As Augustine put it, “What difficulty is it for me 

when these words can be interpreted in various 

ways, provided only that the interpretations are 

true?” The prophets and the apostles, the early 

Fathers and the Reformers all assumed that the 

Bible could be correctly understood and applied. 

We dare to affirm the same. Surely a loving God 

would not tease us with an indecipherable Truth; 

surely the Holy Spirit was given to lead us into all 

Truth. Jesus said, I am the Truth. The Godhead 

means to communicate what we must know and 

hold as essential – do not doubt that plain wisdom. 

Precis from work of Dr. Kevin DeYoung,  

author, theologian, and professor 

‘That’s just your interpretation’ 
A lazy and self-defeating rhetorical strategy against  

coherent understanding that misses the mark 

Newsletter Reminder   

If you would like to have an announcement 

or article published in the newsletter, please 

email to office@trinitychurchpb.org. Hand-

written or printed articles may be delivered 

to the office or mailed to P.O. Box 8069, 

Pine Bluff, AR 71611. The deadline to sub-

mit articles for the June-July Tidings is May 

20. Articles may be edited for length and 

content.            

mailto:office@trinitychurchpb.org
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 Birthdays 

 

5/03 Ann White 

5/14   Peggy McLemore 

5/16   Sammye Owen 
 Pierce Latch 

5/17 Michelle Johnson 

5/22   Thomas Berry 
 Tonja McBryde 

5/26   George Makris, Jr. 
 Trey Danaher 

5/29   Nathan Davis 
 

Anniversaries 
 

5/04 Tonja and Sam      
           McBryde 

5/15  Gay and Bubba  
           Davis 

5/25    Janice and Steve  
           Yeung  

Celebrations 

and human by the unfathomable mystery and miracle of God, to be the 

ultimate and final satisfaction of the breach between God and man. Thus 

it was that John the Baptist, seeing Jesus of Nazareth said, “Behold the 

Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.”  

 

The fuller effects ensuing from The Son of God/ Son of Man dying in our 

place are many and profound. These are celebrated, not plumbed, in the 

Pascha Nostrum to join our praise for all the benefits granted freely to all 

who believe in Him and trust in Him above and in all things. John 6:53: 

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of 

the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever 

feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him 

up on the last day.  JLR+ 

(Continued from page 1) 


